First Chrigtian Church (Disciples of Christ)
415 N. Mill Street-Festus, MO 63028
636-937-3416

fecfestus@sbceglobal.net
Rev. Janet Fowler
Kathy Cage, secretary

The Christian Visitor

Our Lenten Journey

Moments with Janet

Forty (40) days of Lent. Why 40? In the Bible, the number 40 is used to refer to a very long time. You’ll
remember the 40 days rain fell after Noah built the ark. And the Israelite’s long trek through the
wilderness that took 40 years. David ruled over Israel for 40 years. Jesus was in the wilderness fasting
40 days and 40 nights. Probably none of these events actually occurred in 40 days/nights or years -
rather just a very long time.

All these events were significant in the faith journeys recorded in the Bible. The early church desig-
nated 40 days (excluding Sundays) as a special seasonal journey leading to Easter, a time for contem-
plation and spiritual renewal, a time to prepare for the surprise and joy of Easter Sunday.

Skeptic that | can be, | just checked this year’s count. Yes, Easter Sunday is April 12, exactly 40 days
from Ash Wednesday, February 25.

What will our Lenten Journey be like here at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Festus? The
Worship Focus during this time will be around the development of Jesus’ ministry as told in Mark and
John. Every Sunday of Lent we will have a Lenten Lunch and Learn in Wiles Fellowship Hall after morn-
ing worship. While sharing a light lunch (provided by a different church group each week), we will dis-
cuss who we are as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Together we will journey through our
heritage — from the tumult of the American Revolution to now. We will learn more about who we are
as church, our history, our beliefs, our structure, our Vision -- to be a faithful, growing church, that
demonstrates true community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion for justice. (Micah 6:8), and
our Mission -- to be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and serving from
our doorsteps "to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) The presentations and discussions will be led by
Lisa Grace, our student minister, and me. Please plan to join in.

We will also be journeying closer to our dream of having a building that is accessible to all, where we
can grow in our understanding and practice of genuine hospitality. The Opening New Doors for the
Future Building Campaign is progressing every day.

And during all these journeys, we will be conscious of the anxiety of our times. The big picture is al-
ways God’s love for all of creation. In these troubled economic waters we are all in, our hearts and
minds must be shaken open to receive the transforming power of God whom we know in Jesus Christ.
The time spent in worship will be especially important during these times. We hope to provide a sanc-
tuary for our worried and wearied souls and to calm our anxious hearts and minds.

“Lent is a time to take the time to let the power of our faith story take hold of us, a time to let the
events get up and walk around in us, a time to intensify our living into Christ....™

Let us Journey in Grace and Peace,

Janet

*Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1992), 20.
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Evangelism
We will be starting the 3D Program again after Easter.

We are planning on a mature singles event at church. Please give your opinion about this to
either me or a member of the Evangelism Committee. A time will be announced later. This
will be a chance for mature singles to get together and play cards, board games or just sit
and visit or maybe a Bible Study. Let me hear from you. Remember we are all evangelists.
Letetia Fanger, Chairperson

@ Parish Nurse

- E In March we wait with baited breath for the first signs of spring and more incredibly,
“ the signs of God’s rescue in the Feast of the Resurrection. March is a great time to

reflect on the role of food in our lives and enjoy the gift of food in ways that God in-

tended as Christians. We are encouraged and empowered to enjoy food within the context of

our faith and relationships (Romans 14:23).

If | can be of any assistance to you or your loved ones, please give me a call. | have many

helpful health resources that | would like to share with you. In the Healing Christ,

Letetia Fanger, Parish Nurse

Ways and Means

Mark your calendar! The Annual Chicken and Dumpling Dinner will be held
on Saturday, April 18th. More details to come. Watch for sign up sheets mid
March. They will be on the bulletin board. We would GREATLY appreciate
early sign up for supplies and help, so we can have peace of mind about who
will be able to work and when.

WY U

Chris Brewer, co-chairperson

Diaconate

The Diaconate meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 22, 2009 immediately following worship. At
that time any questions or concerns will be addressed and the next quarter’s schedule will be handed
out. This meeting will be short and sweet as | know everyone has things going on after church.
Please come prepared with any questions you might have, if they don't get answered for you prior to
that meeting. Chris Brewer

From The Office

We are having difficulty receiving packages shipped via Federal Express because of our office hours
schedule. If a delivery has been attempted 3 times with no one to sign for it, the package is returned
to the Federal Express warehouse in St. Louis. When ordering supplies for the church, please ask that
they be delivered via UPS. The UPS warehouse is in Festus, making it easy to pick up missed delivers.
If the company only uses Federal Express, please have the package delivered to your home. We have
been told that no signature is required for home deliveries. Thanks for your cooperation.

Janet and Kathy

Plans for Lent

Starting Sunday, March 1, and continuing during Lent we will be having a Lenten Lunch and Learn
immediately following Sunday worship. Please plan to join in the fellowship and discussion in Wiles
Fellowship Hall. The Lenten discussion this year will focus on our own denomination, the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), its history, development, traditions, and guiding principles. The discus-
sions will be led by Lisa Grace and Janet Fowler. Various church groups are providing the food.
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Stewardship - Commitmentsto the Future

Commitment Sunday was set aside to be the starting point for our capital campaign giving program.
Our pledges were turned in that day in writing, and they were counted to see where we stood relative
to our initial goal. It was a very good beginning.

It was a very good beginning for the overall campaign and a very good beginning for each of us in
our commitment to the monetary side of stewardship for our “Opening New Doors to the Future” pro-
gram.

As we begin to put the monetary side into action through our regular giving of the dollars, we must
also begin to develop our commitments to the stewardship of that future.

What future? The new possibilities presented by the improved physical church facility — the ways we
can better serve not only our immediate church family, but also the community as a whole, and our
ability to spread the Word of God, and to be good stewards of all He has given us.

Think on all of the possibilities that were mentioned at the kickoff of the “New Doors” campaign, and
even come up with some more of your own. Somewhere in all of those great possibilities you will
find your passion, a favorite desire, a place to lend your time and talents, an opportunity for our con-
gregation, or an opportunity for the community. Somewhere you will find a place to serve as a good
steward.

When you have discovered and decided, in your heart and mind, your place of stewardship, write it
down. Yes, put it in writing just as you did your monetary commitment. Putting it in writing makes
it more real and you can refer back to it to stay focused on it.

After you have put it in writing, you must do three more things. First, you must put it in a place
where you can see it each day to remind you of that commitment. Second, you must begin taking
action on that commitment — even if it is only in the early development stages to clarify it and put
the necessary things in place to put it into full action. Third, you must pray to God daily to give you
the strength and guidance to stay the course on your stewardship journey in the commitment you
made.

The “Doors” are just being unlocked. As they are beginning to open, we must prepare, as good stew-
ards, to walk through them with committed hearts and minds to embrace, and to act upon, all of the
wonderful stewardship opportunities God has put before us. Steve Riggle, chairperson

Special World Outreach, Christian Education, and Worship Event

The Mid-America Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is hosting Jim and Jayanthi Wil-
son, Global Ministries missionaries to Botswana. And we here at FCC Festus are privileged that they
will be joining us on Sunday morning, March 1, 2009! This will be a return visit. We hope many of
you will have the opportunity to meet and talk with them.

We will have a special session in the sanctuary at 9:30 for ALL classes and those who aren’t currently
in a class. Jim and Jayanthi will talk about their experiences working in Botswana and Lesotho and
about the work of Global Ministries all over the world.

They will also participate in our morning worship at 10:45.

Then they will join us for our first Lenten Luncheon after church that day. This will be an opportunity
for fellowship and visiting informally with the Wilsons, also.

When so many things that cry out for attention are happening around us, it’s easy to forget that we
are only a small part of God’s world. Opportunities such as this renew us, remind us of God’s bigger
picture, and keep us not only humble but also aware of our many blessings and our call to share
them. Please join in the events of this special day.

Karen Stoll, LeAnna Obermeyer, Keith Osterberg
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& We would like to extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family and friends of Hilma
Haeusler who passed away on January 28, 2009, and The Hale family on the passing of their daughter
Renee Lucas.

Thank you

We would like to thank every one for their prayers, cards, love and support. The prayer service by
Janet was wonderful and her prayers, visits and calls helped a great deal. | would also like to thank the
membership committee and everyone who helped prepare the dinner. The family appreciated all you
did for them. Wanda Manns and Dorothy White family

‘\Qﬂd‘;@z‘ Baby Dedication

gOn Sunday, February 1, 2009, Maxwell Vernon Renshaw, was dedicated and welcomed into
our church family.

sa €R) 1. Conq ratulation

\m To Mandy & Jerry Gosik on the birth of their second daughter, Gabriella, born on
January 29, 2009. Gabriella weighed in at 6lbs, 30z & was 19 inches long. Gabriella was wel-
comed home by an older sister Emma.

Choir Practice Cabinet Meeting
First & Third Wednesday-7:00 PM-Everyone welcome. Tuesday, March 10, 2009-6:30 PM.
General Board Mtg Newsletter Articles Due
Thursday, March 12, 2009-7:00 PM Monday, March 16, 2009-9:00AM

CME (Christian Men’s Fellowship)

CMF will meet on Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 8:00 AM-Delicious breakfast is always provided.
All men of the church are welcome. You are all members. Warren Reilmann, President

CWE (Christian Women'’s Fellowship)

CWF will meet on Thursday, March 5, 2009. Both Circles will meet at NOON for a Luncheon Meet-
ing. The service project for the month will be Pony Bird (monetary gifts and Personal Care Items).
Barbara Buxton, President

SEGA 2009 Camp Dates Early Bird Fees (before May 1)-for
May 23-25 Family Camp more information see bulletin board.
June 7-13 Gulf Coast Mission Trip (grade 6-adult)
June 28-July 2 Chi Rho Camp (grade 6-8) 43, ~
June 28-July 2 CYF Camp (grade 9-12) ﬁ A“_
July 12-19 MAD Camp (grade 6-12) 1 )
July 19-23 JYF Camp (grade 3-5)
July 21-24 Regional CRY Festival (grade 9-12) August 3-7 Float Trip (grade 7-11)
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CWE Project

Each year the CWF compiles health kits for the Festival of Sharing in October. These kits con-
tain basic hygiene items and are distributed worldwide to disaster areas. They are shipped to
places that have suffered from natural disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes,

wildfires and flooding.

After compiling 68 health kits in September for the Festival of Sharing the CWF has depleted

our supply of hygiene items needed for the health kits. We collect these items throughout the

year and appreciate donations from the congregation. Below is a list of items needed for the

health kits. Please donate only the items listed in the size requested. We no longer collect

toothpaste as it has an expiration date on it and it is placed in the kit immediately prior to

shipping to the final destination. Items an be placed on the table in Wiles Fellowship Hall by
o3 the piano. We hope to exceed the number of health kits we made last year!

[& Thank you,
r. 3) Betty Aders & Margaret Wiles, CWF Service Officers
f\> Health Kit Items
=~ => Lightweight hand towels Lightweight washcloths Band-Aids Combs
~~—_ Metal nail file or clippers Bath size bars of soap Toothbrushes

Christian Education Committee

Calling all Christians! This is just a reminder that the new Seekers Sunday school class is
meeting downstairs adjacent to the new Children’s Sunday school class. Both classes are up,
running, and growing! Just as Spring will provide us with new growth outside the church,
come be a part of the growth of the inside of the church too! We’d like to invite anyone who
hasn’t been coming, or didn’t know where to go to join us! Right now the Young Adult Class
is meeting with the Seekers class. If you have young children, there is a toddler playroom for
them during Sunday school. (Located between the children’s Sunday School room and the
Seekers/Young Adult room.)

We are also looking for volunteers to be in the Nursery during Church, and volunteers to be
the Children’s church assistant. If you find a calling in your heart to assist with the children’s
programs, which | firmly believe is the future of the church, please feel free to contact me. We
will be looking for a Sunday School teacher for the children after the spring semester, when
Lisa Grace will no longer be with us. Keep this in mind and ask yourself if you are doing eve-
rything you can for the benefits of the youth of the church and youth in the community. Get-
ting involved young families in the church is just one of the many goals of the Christian Edu-
cation Committee. As always, | challenge you to invite 3 people a week to come and see the
exciting things happening in our congregation

God Bless! LeAnna Obermeyer, Chairperson

March Birthdays

01 Derek Moring
09 Lisa Grace

10 Letetia Fanger
16 Tammi Casey
24 John Blocher

March Anniversary
22 Gale & Faye Strother
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Prayer Concerns
Opening New Doors for the Future Building Campaign

Members
Dan Aders John Baynes Les Dreiman Letetia Fanger Randy Faries Lee Howard
Violet Hochthurn  Elise Humble  Carole Jackson  Scottie Kimberlin Charles Staley
Alice Staley Brian Stoll Doyle Taylor

Family and Friends of Hilma Haeusler who passed away on January 29, 2009.
Family & Friends

Jerry Cornish Brad McMahon-(in Irag-son of Buna Dreiman)
Matt Wilson-(friend of Jack-e Merseal)
Kim Avery-(daughter of Dan Avery)
Alicia Salinas-(friend of Carolyn Osterberg)
Lindsay Kimball & her daughter Alexis-(friend of Jack-e Merseal)
Norman Cade-(father of Tammi Casey)
Cory Brewer-(Kyle & Chris Brewer)
Cheryl Campbell-(sister in law of Diana Merseal)
Donald Vogt-(brother of Marty Vogt, son in law of Letetia Fanger)
Gerry Isom grandfather of Misty Mueller-(friend of Diana Merseal)
Paula Naucke-(sister of Kathy Cage)

Worship & Sermon Focus

March 1 First Sunday in Lent

Jim and Jayanthi Wilson will be with us for a presentation in the sanctuary at 9:30.
First Reading Psalm 25.1-10

Sermon Reading Mark 9.1-15

Worship Focus Forty Days for Huge Problems, Lonely People, and Good News
March 8 Second Sunday in Lent

First Reading Psalm 22.23-31

Sermon Reading Mark 8.31-38

Worship Focus Faithful Discipleship: A Sense of Proportion
March 15 Third Sunday in Lent

First Reading Exodus 29.1-17

Sermon Reading John 2.13-22

Worship Focus The Faithful Church: Destroying the Temple
March 15 TCAMA Lenten Service, 5 pm

Rev. Gene Henrichsen, Herculaneum United Methodist Church to preach
March 22 Fourth Sunday in Lent

First Reading Numbers 21.4-9

Sermon Reading John 3.14-21

Worship Focus Believe: An Action Verb

March 29 Fifth Sunday in Lent

First Reading Jeremiah 31.31-34

Sermon Reading John 12.20-33 - The Cross Judges the World
Worship Focus Lisa Grace to preach
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MARCH 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 1st. Sundayin 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lent 6:00 PM 6:15 PM Noon
9:30 AM MembershipMtg | Elders CWF Luncheon/
Jm& Jayanthi Mtg
presentation, Sanctuary 7:00 PM
Noon Choir Practice
Lenten Luncheon
& Study
5:.00 PM
TCAMA Lenten Ser-
8 2nd. Sundayin | 9 10 11 12 13 14
Lent 6:30 PM 6:15 PM 8:.00 AM
Begins General Board provided
Noon Mtg
Lenten Luncheon
& Study
5.00 PM
TCAMA Lenten
Service
15 3rd. Sundayin | 16 17 18 19 20 21
Lent St. Petrick’sDay | 6:15 PM Spring Begins
Noon Elders
Lenten Luncheon
& Study 7:00 PM
Choir Practice
5:.00 PM
TCAMA Lenten
Service-HERE
22 4th. Sunday in | 23 24 25 26 27 28
Lent 6:15 PM 1:30 PM 10:00 AM
Noon Elders J.O.Y. ClassMtg SEGA Workshop
Lenten Luncheon held at FCC- Festus
& Study
Noon
Diaconate Mtg
5:.00 PM
TCAMA Lenten
Service
29 5th. Sunday in | 30 31

Lent
Noon
Lenten Luncheon
& Study

5:00 PM
TCAMA Lenten
Service

Last day to order
lilies
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2009 JOINT COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES
Sponsored by
THE TWIN CITY AREA MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE

The TCAMA is once again hosting joint services during the Easter Lenten season.Come and join us
for a great time of spiritual strengthening and fellowship! Refreshments are served at each
Church following the service, so stay and enjoy the time together. The dates, times, locations,
and speakers are as follows:

Sunday, March 1-5:00 PM
Herculaneum United Methodist Church-672 Main Street, Herculaneum
Rev. Joseph Pallikkathayil, Grace Presbyterian Church

Sunday, March 8-5:00 PM
Grace Presbyterian Church-105 Bailey Road, Crystal City
Rev. Alan Amos, Twin City Christian Church

Sunday, March 15-5:00 PM
First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, Festus 415 N. Mill, Festus
Rev. Gene Hinrichsen, Herculaneum United Methodist Church

Sunday, March 22-5:00 PM
Festus Church of the Nazarene-2730 Lucas Lane, at Hwys A & P, Festus
Rev. Jack King, Good News Community Church

Sunday, March 29-5:00 PM
Twin City Christian Church-207 N. Mill, Festus
Rev. Chris Mangus, Festus United Pentecostal Church

Palm Sunday, April 5-5:00 PM
Festus United Pentecostal Church-1020 Central Avenue
Rev. Randy Starkey, Victory Church

Good Friday, April 10-NOON Main Street Processional from First Baptist Church of
Festus/CC to First United Methodist Church of Festus/CC
Rev. Terry Simpkins, Festus Church of the Nazarene

Time to Order-Easter L.ilies

It’s that time again. This year the Easter lilies will be $10.00 each. These are full, healthy, plants
and may be taken home after the Easter service. Place your order on form below. The deadline
for ordering is March 29, 2009. We need your orders as soon as possible the florist needs to get
an early count so don’t wait. Order today!!!

Make your check payable to First Christian Church & in the memo part of the check mark Lilies.
Then place the form in the offering plate, mail to the church office or leave on secretary’s desk.
Clearly write the name(s) that these Lilies are In Memory of; In Honor of; or just JOYS of The Res-
urrection.

Easter Lilies @ $10.00 Total enclosed

In Memory of:

In Honor of;

In JOYS of the Resurrection

Given By:

Deadline to order Easter Lilies is March 29.
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Building Campaign

As with any major change within a church not everyone will agree with how things
are done. | have been told and have heard that some of our members

are distressed for various reasons about the new building campaign. Everyone,
whether you give to this campaign or not - support it or not, is a loved

and cherished member of our church family. Do not let this campaign burden
your heart. If you feel burdened please talk to our pastor or to an elder about
your concerns. Jesus loves you and so do we.

You are probably aware that we had a Valentine dinner combined with our Capital Campaign
pledge commitments on Sunday, February 15. | am happy to report we are making wonderful
progress towards reaching our goal. Our donations and pledges total approximately
$85,500. Our total goal for the building is $175,000. This goal was developed last year be-
fore the economic down turn. We expect the cost of the building to be far less than the goal
now. We have had 23 pledges so far. We need total of 30 to 33 pledges to kick off construc-
tion.

Please understand that there is no minimum or maximum pledge. You can pledge as little or
as much as you wish. We also are in great need of the time and talents of our congrega-
tion. Your time and talents are as important gifts as are financial gifts. We can not finance
the project based on pledges and gifts alone. We need to raise funds through other
sources. We will be having several on going fund raisers to support the project. We already
have a fund raiser collecting ink cartridges and cell phone for recycling. Thanks to Joe
Combs great work we have collection boxes in 39 locations throughout the Twin City

area. We will also have Schwanns selling products on our parking lot on Saturday, April
18th. We will get a portion of the proceeds from the sale. There are other fund raisers we
are working on that will be announced in the near future. The congregations help with these
fund raisers will assure their success. Of course the church is always in need of our

prayers. God bless you all. Steve Cornish, Capital Finance Committee Chairperson

Membership

In the past month the membership committee has hosted four dinners for bereaved families and one
dinner for the congregation in its Giving from the Heart carry-in. Many have joined in and helped by
preparing food, setting up tables, serving, and cleaning up. At each one | have seen the joy of nurtur-
ing each other spread throughout the congregation. Many of those who have been fed as well as
those who serve have voiced their delight in this ministry. It is a deeply meaningful practice that be-
comes a metaphor to all of us for what it is to be a Disciple of Christ.

The Adult classes and the Diaconate will each host one of the Lenten lunches for the Lenten study
groups after Sunday services beginning March 1st. We will also be hosting after service snacks follow-
ing the evening Ministerial Alliance worship the evening of March 15. Please look for the sign-up
sheet to help provide a light repast for this event.

One other activity to begin in the near future will be a Grief and Loss support group, an ongoing
group open to all who have suffered losses in their lives, loved ones, jobs or vocations, or health — any
painful assault in our private world. In these insecure and trying times many in our congregation and
our community are suffering alone. We will be joining together in a safe environment to share our
losses and find comfort and help in our compassionate nurturing. If you are interested, please let me
know -- 636-524-2772.
Membership Meeting Tuesday, March 3rd. At 6:00 PM

Tom Schmidt, Chairperson
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Beyond Sunday School

A workshop for Christian educators, Sunday school teachers, small group leaders,
youth sponsors, and pastors will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2009 at First Chris-
tian Church, Festus. This workshop will cover two issues of importance-Your calling
as a Teacher and Safe Sanctuary-Creating Safe Space in Your Church for Young Peo-
ple. Registration fee of $10.00 per person is due by Monday, March 16, 2009. Please
register by calling (314) 918-2515 or emailing sega@eden.edu. See flyer on bulletin board for
more information. A catered lunch will be available at a low cost, or bring your own.

TCAMA LENTEN SERVICE

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009

5:00 PM

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)-Festus

> Rev. Gene Henrichson, Herculaneum United Methodist Church

The Sermon Focus: The Pleasing Peace of Christ

Note: We will do our regular worship service, including communion.

The offering will be taken by TCAMA

Elders Schedule

Mar 1
Steve Cornish-Invocation
Carma Howard-Scripture
Lisa Reilmann-Homebound
Study-Doyle Taylor-Mar 4
Mar 8
Margaret Means-Invocation
Letetia Fanger-Scripture
Warren Reilmann-Homebound
Study-Janet Taylor-Mar 11
Mar 15
Doyle Taylor-Invocation
Barb Buxton-Scripture
Margaret Means-Homebound
Study-Lisa Reilmann-Mar 18
Mar 22
Janet Taylor-Invocation
Letetia Fanger-Scripture
Lisa Reilmann-Homebound
Study-Lisa Reilmann-Mar 25
Mar 29
Warren Reilmann-Invocation
Steve Cornish-Scripture
Doyle Taylor-Homebound
Study-Barbara Buxton-Apr 1

J
Daylight Savings Time Begins-March 8, 2009 *
SATURDAY NIGHT, March 7, 2009
2:00 AM

Turn Clocks Ahead

Diaconate Schedule
Mar 1
Amber Brewer-Prep & Server
Chris Brewer-HB & Server
Jocelyn Baynes & Brenda Baynes-Greet & Server
Mar 8
Carole Jackson-Prep & Server
Joe Combs-HB & Server
Dan Casey & Tammi Casey-Greet & Server
Mar 15
Keith Osterberg-Prep & Server
Mary Ann Lodholz-HB & Server
Dave Crump & Londa Crump-Greet & Server
Mar 22
Randy Merseal-Prep & Server
Diana Merseal-HB & Server
Jack-e Merseal & Lemmy Merseal-Greet & Server
Mar 29
Bob Roberts-Prep & Server
Tina Roberts-HB & Server
Jennifer Sickbert & Douglas Sickbert-Greet & Server
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